Why the change?

Page 1 of 1

Publication: Hills Gazette - Kalamunda; Date:2008 Apr 19; Section:News; Page Number: 9 @

ActivePapear

Why the
change?

I MOTE with interest that Ian
Buchanan from Western
Power ( Geologist's 1deas re-
jected, Gazette, April 5) con-
firmed the southeastern ter-
minal and the re-com-
missioning of the transmis-
slonline are required in addi-
tion to the eastern terminal .

Just 12 months ago, West-
ern Power was offering the-
southeastern terminal as one
alternative to the eastern ter-
minal, as it is required to do
50 by law under the Econom-
ic Regulation Authority's
regulatory test for network
angmentations.

Perhaps Mr Buchanan
wonld like to explain why, in
the space of 12 months, the-
southeastern terminal has
changed from being an alter-
native to the eastern termi-
nal to a requirement in addi-
tion to the eastern terminal?
Were Western Power’s pro-
jections for increases in elec-
tricity demand sowrong?

Mr Buchanan states that
“planning electricitv infra-
structure is not that simple”.

The fact is that it could he
much simpler. But Western
Power has no incentive to
pursue the simplest option of
all.

If Western Power was
truly serious about energy ef-
ficiency, it would be working
with the Government to in-
troduce programs and tariff
structures that could reduce
aelectricity demand by more
than 20 per cent.

Reductions in consump-
tion wonld negate the need
for complex projects such as
the eastern terminal.

Western Power doesn't
make money ot of energy ef-
ficiency measures.

Western Power makes
money by charging afee to the
electricity retailers like Svn-
ergy and Horizon Power for
transmitting the power from
the aelectricity gensrators.

The more electricity it
transmits, the more money it
makes.

I challenge the Govern-
ment to put a stop to the east-
ern terminal and work with
Western Power and the other
power utilities to come up
with a comprehensive pro-
gram to reduce electricity de-
mandin WA,

Gary Warden,
Fiesse Brook.
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